What is not found in this epic, is not found elsewhere. What
is not found anywhere is found here. "The epic is a huge
electrical field with high-powered incandescent bulbs. For
example, it contains the Vidura neethi, Yaksha Prasna, Sanat
Sujateeyam, Bhagawad Gita. Vishnu Sahasranama, Discour-
ses on politics and sociology and administration in the Shanti
Parva. The epic is a treasure house for all who want to live
a sane life.

Veda Vyasa is known by different names, like Baada-
raayana and Krishna Dwaipayana. He has given us a great
book of aphorisms, called the Brahma Sutras. They consti-
tute the spiritual dictionary for understanding the Upani"
shads. Veda Vyasa is adored by all on the Ashadha Pour"
nami day, today when sanyasins conduct the Vyasa Puja to
mark their Chaturmasya and pay their homage to Him. It
will not be an exaggeration to say that Indian philosophy and
culture minus Veda Vyasa is zero.

The realities are idealised by genius and given the
form that makes the drama, poetry or great prose. Since
literature is closely related to life, so long as the human
family is divided into nations, literature cannot escape the
effects of such division. But the highest literature transcends
regionalism and through it, when we are properly attuned we
realise the essential oneness of the human family.

The Mahabharata is of this class. It belongs to the
world and not only to India. To the people of India, indeed,
this epic has been an unfailing and perennial source of spiri-
tual strength. Learnt at the mother's knee with reverance
and love it has inspired great men to heroic deeds as well as
enabled the humble to face their trials with fortitude and
faith.

The Mahabharata was composed many thousand years
ago. But generations of gifted reciters have added to Vyasa's
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